214                      DE     LESSEPS
" Gentlemen, I am too impatient to reach a discussion
of  the  accusations  levelled  against  the  Messrs,  de
Lesseps, to allow myself to indulge in preliminary
observations.    There never was a more needless case
than this one.    The inception of the enterprise, the
hopes to which it gave rise, the difficulties which had
to be overcome, the successive alterations which these
increasing obstacles imposed on the administration, the
public timidity manifested since 1884, the great loan of
1888 and its failure owing to the weak response of the
lenders and at the same time to the publicity which
exposed the risks with which the enterprise had still
to contend, the failure, due not to the impracticability
of the undertaking, but to financial problems, in short
this wreck has come about, as you would expect, out of
the arena of party politics.   The public knows all this,
all of it, even the chaos of ministerial deliberations from
whence the  chase  has  started  and which,  by the
inflexible logic of things, has brought us to the position
where we are to-day."
The Advocate-General had spoken of chimeras.
You might as well call a chimera every great adventure
which did not succeed. Pity the people which ceased
to be inspired by such chimeras! Counsel spoke ironic-
ally of " the universal competence of the expert,"
which would weigh so precisely all the technical
possibilities; but when one came to judge responsibility
one could not do it " with the quiet patience of an
entomologist." He defied the Minister Public to prove
" the criminal bad faith " of his client. Two experts
and the liquidator had examined one aftef another,
with the result that they had found everything in the